CHAPTER III
AN UN-LEVEL PLAYING FIELD
[The Curse of Adam in the Culture of Laodicea]

Adam’s Curse…

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate it (Genesis 3:6).
In their insightful couples study, Five Aspects of [Man-Woman] by William and Barbara Mouser, Bill says this when discussing what went wrong with Adam during the fall:  

When the lord of the earth [man] was tempted by evil, he made a catastrophic choice, resulting in crippling consequences, so that all the lords of the earth after him abuse or abandon their mandate from God to rule.

Since the fall of Adam, his progeny have continued to follow his lead. He was present when Eve was deceived, present when the first law was broken, and present when the die were cast that would cause all men after him to be born into a sinful state. Yet, he did absolutely nothing to stop it. As far reaching as the consequences of man’s proclivity to abuse might be, it will be this chapter’s focus to expose his predisposition to abandonment: of his gifts, his calling, and his predetermined position as the ruler of earth, and the head of his household. Adam’s apathy has affected his world, his church, and his personal existence ever since. It clouds his vision, and prevents him from running.
In The Silence of Adam, Dr. Larry Crabb describes it this way: 

Adam, then, was a silent man, a passive man. Like many men in history, he was physically present but emotionally absent. He fades into the background of the story, rather than standing front and center on the stage…His sin began with his silence. He was designed to speak but he said nothing…Adam ruined paradise by failing to do something. Adam, the image-bearer, did not reflect his God, because he chose to be absent, silent… 

Is it any wonder, then, that when God handed out His curses to the first of His fallen children, He told Adam that it would be only through great effort that he would be able to sustain himself all the days of his life? He said life would be full of thorns and thistles, and that only by the sweat dripping from his face, Adam would eat his bread (Genesis 3:17-19). God’s remedy for the apathetic man He had created was logical…it was to make him work! 

Now we must, as his sons, constantly work at keeping ourselves from the spiritual sleep Adam passed on to us that keeps us from running. We are apathetic by default. We abandon our responsibilities because it is our nature to do so! We seek comfort even though it is our enemy, and our proclivity is to seek the easy chair and the remote control, even though we know they are keeping us from our mandate to put Jesus and His commands first in our lives.
A brief summary of the acts of Adam’s progeny in the Scriptures proves the consistent pattern of their apathetic nature. Consider David, the great king, ruler over the golden age of Israel—a man’s man, who claimed renown through his valiant battles with Israel’s enemies. Most would say that his most notable fall from grace was his tryst with Bathsheba. While certainly the low point of the story, rewinding to the beginning reveals the true origin of his downfall. 
According to 2nd Samuel 11:1, “Then it happened in the spring, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel...But David stayed at Jerusalem.” David, the warrior king, who gained fame and was blessed by God for his courage on the battlefield—a man who had become all he was because of his wartime exploits—stayed behind! The son of Adam abandoned his God given position as king, ruler, and head of his household [Israel], and sent others to do his job. Had David gone off to lead his people into battle, as kings were supposed to do, the affair with Bathsheba never would have occurred. The results for David were no less disastrous than for his father Adam. His abandonment led to the ruination of his household and serious collateral damage to his kingdom.


What of our New Testament spiritual warriors: those stalwart disciples of Jesus Christ? During the greatest temptation Jesus had ever known on this earth, a time that led Him to sweat drops of blood the night He was betrayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, what did these icons of the faith do? As Jesus faced a looming decision upon which all of history would hinge, He had an urgent and repeated message for His band of eleven pillars of the faith: “Then He said to them, ‘My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death. Remain here and keep watch with Me.’ And He went a little beyond them… And again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. And He left them again…Then He came to the disciples, and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners’” (Matthew 26:38-45). 
Consider just how prophetic Jesus’s last statement was. As in the Garden of Eden, so also it has been through history as the sons of Adam abandon their positions of trust. We still today sleep and take our rest, while the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners! We abandon our mandate to be spiritual leaders who make disciples of all nations with the Gospel, while it is betrayed in to the hands of sinners.

…In the Culture of Laodicea

In the Book of Revelation, chapter 3, Jesus writes this to His church: 

And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I would that you were cold or hot, so because you are lukewarm and neither hot nor cold I will spit you out of My mouth. Because you say, ‘I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,’ and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire that you may become rich, and white garments that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed, and eye salve to anoint your eyes that you may see…Be zealous therefore and repent.”
A 1989 study compared students in eight countries for their mathematical skills. American students ranked lowest in mathematical competence, while Korean students ranked highest. As part of the test, the researchers also asked students to give a personal evaluation as to how good they felt they were at mathematics. The Americans ranked themselves highest in self-judged mathematical ability, while the Koreans ranked themselves lowest. The administrators of the study were led to conclude:

Mathematical self-esteem had an inverse relation to mathematical accomplishment. This is certainly an example of a self-esteem psychology keeping students from an accurate perception of reality. The self-esteem theory predicts that only those who feel good about themselves will do well, which is supposedly why all students need it. But in fact, feeling good about yourself may simply make you over confident, narcissistic, and unable to work hard.  These results show that it is possible to have a healthy ego and be ignorant at the same time.

We can draw obvious comparisons between Jesus’s diagnosis of the Laodiceans in the Revelations verse above, and the students in this study. They had an inflated self-assessment, but at the same time were ignorant of their true spiritual condition. We, in the land of the free and the home of the brave, are immersed in the same culture that birthed and perpetuated their ignorance. Inasmuch as the polls reveal that our actions and achievements need to come a long way before matching our self-perceptions, perhaps it would be wise for us to take a lesson from the Laodiceans. 
The genesis of this phenomenon can be found repeatedly through the Old Testament, for there we find many “Laodiceas.” Ezekiel 16 describes how they come to be born, what they are about, and how God’s reaction to them has never changed:

When I passed by you, and saw you squirming in your blood, I said to you while 

you were in your blood, “Live” (Ezekiel 16:6)!  

The journey to Laodicea always, ironically, begins with the Lord’s blessing. He can’t help but bless us, because that is who and what He is: a blessing God. He cannot help but pick us up when we are helpless, and say to us, “Live!” Jesus said that He came that His joy would be in us, and that joy would fill us up (John 15:11). He takes great joy in filling us up to the fullest with His presence, His blessing, and indeed with His very life. The story goes on: 

Then you grew up and became tall. Yet, you were naked and bare. Then I passed by you and saw you, and behold, you were at the time for love. So I spread My skirt over you, and covered your nakedness. I also swore to you, and entered into a covenant with you, so that you became Mine (paraphrased:  Ezekiel 16:7-8).
 As God blesses us, we become ready for a time of relationship and communion with Him. He enters into His covenant of love with us, that we might bear fruit by spreading His love to others. This is a time of growth and excitement because we are maturing and yet still humble. The nakedness we have come out of is still fresh in our minds, and we stand in full appreciation of the grace that redeemed us. We are becoming tall in our faith, and beginning to believe we are the blessed people of a loving God.

“Then your fame went forth among the nations on account of your beauty, for it was perfect because of My splendor which I bestowed on you,” declares the Lord God (Ezekiel 16:14).
 Because of His blessing, empowerment, and beauty imparted to us, our fame goes forth to those all around us, as we grow from blessed to blessing others. His perfect gifts lavished upon us and our sharing of those gifts with others brings inevitable renown. This phenomenon has been prevalent in America for the past century, as all nations of the world have watched us survive, thrive, and then become the most giving nation on earth. We have become the staunchest defenders of the weak, as many look to us for financial aid and protection. Thousands each year gladly chance the very real possibilities of death at the hands of their oppressive governments, and risk life and limb during treacherous journeys, to arrive on the shores of freedom. Truth be told they all envy the freedoms this country, established upon Christian principles, enjoys. But then the worm turns: 

But you trusted in your beauty, and played the harlot because of your fame. Then it came about after all your wickedness [“Woe, woe to you,” declares the Lord God] that you built yourself a shrine, and made yourself a high place in every square. “How languishing is your heart,” declares the Lord God, while you do all these things (paraphrased Ezekiel 16:15-30).
Here Laodicea is born, as in the abundance of our blessings we forget who the Giver is, and begin to worship the gifts. We come to believe all of the flowery press about ourselves. We begin to think we are the ones responsible for bringing about all of this wealth, freedom, and position. Pride comes knocking at the doors of our over-inflated egos, and we begin to build shrines to them. We become concerned with erecting high places to confirm our position in the world, and lose sight completely of the humility and reverence for God that brought us here. 

As the Sons of Adam become inflicted by the Laodicean phenomenon, pride seduces humility, selfishness seduces charity, complacency seduces passion, and self-delusion seduces objectivity and truth. We become far too comfortable with our surroundings, and the suffering that led us into humility and passion disappears. The love for our neighbor, and the God that brought us our renown, is now replaced with self-love and self-admiration for all the accomplishments we believe we have wrought ourselves. Because of the natural safety that power and wealth bring into our geopolitical world, we are naturally led into apathy in our deeds, all the while believing in our minds we are still the blessed ones. 

The church in America now boasts of its great material possessions, as we continually whitewash the outside of the tomb our wealth and power has bought us. However, from within the church, our men have become full of dead men’s bones. We have become spiritually apathetic, and asleep from this phenomenon that has subdued so many of our forefathers throughout history. The Laodicean phenomenon is axiomatic, and guaranteed purely by the curse of Adam’s interacting with the environment of wealth, comfort, and safety we have enjoyed for far too long in America. 

Returning to the story in Ezekiel, God continues rebuking His now deceived people:

Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom. She and her daughters had arrogance, abundant food, and careless ease, but she did not help the poor and needy…Thus they were haughty, and committed abominations before Me (Ezekiel 16:49-50).
Adam’s sons give in fully to arrogance and laziness. They expect a life of careless ease, because of overinflated egos cultivated through power. They see themselves as needing nothing, due to their worldly comforts. Yet in Jesus’s eyes, they become “wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked” (Revelations 3:17).  They do not help the poor and needy, but focus on how to further enhance their already over-indulged self-interests. 

If every American “Christian” family gave even half of the biblical 10 percent, there would be no need for Social Services, Medicare, or any other government social program. If they gave even the same percent of their time to serve the poor, volunteer organizations around the world would never need again as they do so desperately now. Likewise, if they took a similar fraction of the billions spent on extravagant church facilities, they could make a sizable dent in poverty and homelessness across this country. 

The pride and apathy bred in comfortable environments throughout history have always turned men’s focus away from God’s command to run to the Cross, to Him, and to their neighbor. They succumb to Satan’s delicacies that are “good to eat, a delight their eyes, and are perceived to make them wise” (Genesis 3:6). They rebelliously take the forbidden fruit of Laodicea to consume for themselves, their needs, and ultimately their excessive pleasures. Like Solomon, Adam’s sons turn the gift into abominations, and give up their glory for a lie. 

The wisest Son of Adam who ever lived fell into the Laodicean trap, as Solomon became hopelessly trapped in his possessions and power. Why is it, then, that we think ourselves immune? This is the very self-delusion that defined Laodicea, and the one that has led the Sons of Adam to fall over and over again. 
Ezekiel’s words conclude with God’s consistent judgment in such matters: 

“Therefore I removed them when I saw it” (Ezekiel 16:50). 

Jesus pronounced a similar judgment upon the church at Laodicea in Revelation 3 when He said, “I spew you out of My mouth.” 
There is no killer among men like pride. The ultimate weapon in Satan’s arsenal for attacking the redeemed is the lust of their flesh, the lust of their eyes, and the pride of life that makes them boastful (1 John 2). Pride stokes the fires of the curse of Adam, because it makes him arrogant, complacent, and narcissistic. It persuades him that he no longer needs to work hard. The lie of 1st John 2 is identical to the curse in Genesis 3 that brought about the original fall. Just like Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever in the truth that He is, so also is Satan in the lie that he is. 

Geoffry Gorsuch, former Director of Men’s Ministries for Navigators International, uses a graphic that portrays the vicious cycle of the Laodicean phenomenon, and the historic rise and fall of all great societies throughout history.





As long as men remain humble, reverent, and deeply grateful for the grace of God, they are truly blessed. However, too much blessing and the Laodicean principle befalls them [in our graphic from liberty up to abundance, and then down the slippery slope to bondage]. Oswald Chambers, in My Utmost for His Highest, makes this observation:

Troubles almost always make us look to God, but His blessings tend to divert our attention elsewhere.

Adam’s curse is not about a particular culture or time, but about the nature of the Sons of Adam when they find themselves saturated in an over-abundance of wealth, safety, and convenience. God’s blessings tend to divert our attentions elsewhere: primarily to ourselves and our selfish desires. It happened to Israel many times during her existence. It happened to the Romans, and it is happening to us.
In America, we note our gleaming towers of concrete, glass, and stone dotting the religious landscape, our multi-million dollar Christian book, tape, and video markets, our slick evangelical crusades, the many missionaries we can afford to commission, and our powerful political lobby and our chests begin to inflate. Then we look at the world around us, at the millions of people persecuted for their faith who hold services in buildings that could fit comfortably into a corner of most of our Narthex’s, and you can’t blame us for thinking we are the lighthouse built upon the rock of the modern Christian world. Yet, as the case of the children in the mathematics study so vividly displays, feeling good about ourselves doesn’t necessarily mean our assessment of the facts is correct. Our wealth and power have made the Sons of Adam here in America overconfident, narcissistic, and no longer valuing hard work. 

Make no mistake, keeping God’s greatest command involves hard work on our part. Jesus assesses the litmus test of any disciple’s heart in His opening statement to the church at Laodicea. That test is good works accomplished through His abiding love. He knows precisely of the nature of our deeds, because the truly good ones are performed by Him working through us, and therefore He stands as the ultimate and all-knowing judge of them. Regardless of what the Laodiceans thought of themselves, Jesus looked at the proof of their faith in their actions and cried, “Foul!” His message? Their spiritual self-esteem existed in total contradiction to their accomplishments. The results showed that they had very healthy egos, yet were at the same time ignorant of the truth.  
I remember one morning listening to a Christian radio station touting a national day of prayer for the persecuted church around the world. They asked believers across America to pray for those being persecuted for their faith. As I bowed my head to pray, I began, “Lord, I do pray for the persecuted church.” I then froze, unable to focus on the sort of persecution they spoke of. Rather, my thoughts turned immediately to the church that must seem one of the most spiritually persecuted here on earth to Jesus. 
As the Spirit continued to put surprising words into my mouth, I prayed, “Lord Jesus, I pray for the church here in America. I pray for the persecution of abundance that has led us into superficiality and made us lazy. I pray against the persecution of religious freedom that has stolen our passion, the persecution of our own power that has made us arrogant before You, and the persecution of prosperity that has led us into self-delusion. Lord, I pray for more of the visible persecution here in America that Your church is enduring in foreign countries—real suffering that gives them life and purpose—so that we will open our eyes and see the invisible persecution of prosperity that has always led to the deception of Your people, and the fall of their kingdoms.”
The Most Dangerous of All Enemies
Living in the lap of luxury without fear of persecution confronts Sons of Adam with a danger far more oppressive than any physical or political enemy they are ever likely to encounter. Jesus said to victims in Laodicea, “Because you say ‘I am’…and do not know that you are not what you think you are, buy the gold from Me that is refined by fire (Revelations 3:14-18)!

We are told consistently and repeatedly in the Scriptures that the greatest enemy of believers is not physical oppression, but spiritual deception. It is the hidden land mines in what we think are safe meeting places (Jude 1:12), rather than external enemies, we need to be most aware of. As it was in the Garden of Eden where the craftiest creature beguiled Eve, so has it always been that craftiness and guile are Satan’s primary weapons against the faithful. The same creature Adam faced in the Garden will use the same words [“Did God really say?”] to beguile his sons today.

There is far more hope for the man who realizes he has a long way to go than for the man who thinks he has arrived. The Laodicean phenomenon is the most insidious and dangerous sort of oppression because, by definition, those infected do not think they are. It is interesting to note that sheep naturally lose the flocking tendencies that keep them safe when placed in an environment where they sense no natural predators. As sheep of the Good Shepherd we must remember that, perceived or not, we have a tenacious and ever-vigilant enemy who will pick us off one-by-one as we stray from the protection of our Master and others of our kind. The further we stray from Jesus’s abiding presence and wander away from the protection of the Word and the command of the Person, the easier it becomes for Satan to attack us.

Man must perceive a disease to exist before he begins to fight it. Many die of cancer each year because they know something is wrong, yet they are too afraid to go to a doctor. By the time they receive an accurate diagnosis it’s too late, the damage is done and the end is inevitable. The disease of lukewarmth is as potentially deadly as cancer, because often its infection has spread throughout the entire body before it is ever diagnosed. Jesus’s calls to His church for repentance indicate that restoration of health is possible, but men must first face the fire of His rebuke, accept a healthy dose of reality, and determine to fight the apathy of Adam’s original curse that brings it about.
We look on in disbelief when we see Christians in third world countries dragged from their homes, giving up everything even to the point of death: persecuted for their faith. As horrible as this is, at least those in such places see the source of their persecution and suffering. They understand who and what the enemy is, how it exists, and why. They know how to spot it, prepare for it, endure it, and fight because it is in a form men can recognize. While such persecutions might deprive or even destroy the flesh, through history they have served only to impassion the soul and unify the church.

The persecution of Laodicea doesn’t attack men physically. On the contrary, it plays to their physical well-being, and grows directly through a lack of physical persecution. Yet, while it comforts the flesh it kills the soul, because those inflicted actually believe their persecution is their blessing! If the Sons of Adam in America want to run again in a manner pleasing to their Lifecoach, they simply must wake up and realize they are living in a persecutorial environment. It is the most desirable environment for worldly men, but the most dangerous for spiritual men. 
Life is entirely too easy in our current environment for the church of God to thrive. Our financial might and military invincibility, along with our freedoms and abundant comforts, have lulled us into thinking that pursuing a life of blessing without suffering is what it means to know religious freedom. Yet this has not come without a price. In both religious and secular worlds, men are realizing they have lost a sense of danger and adventure. They are now experimenting with new ways to prove to themselves there is something worth sacrificing for out there, despite their comfortable and safe surroundings. All of their self-indulgences have left them empty and unfulfilled, searching for something real in life.  

Interactive vacations that push personal danger envelopes are becoming increasingly popular as men look for a heartbeat—something to make them feel alive. Skydiving, bungee-jumping, helicopter-skiing, tornado-chasing, safari seekers are trying anything to recapture the raw, untamed side of life they sense they have lost in the pampered world we live in. They turn out in record numbers to chest-beating, manly retreat weekends to find the warrior within who has been lost in a society bent on feminizing and homogenizing them into what John Eldredge calls “really nice guys.”
Men are tired of the whole androgynous mold life is trying to stuff them into. They’ve become disenchanted with the failure of their material pursuits, and they’re going to ridiculous lengths to try to put some adventure—some fear—back into their existence. Men everywhere sense an emptiness that cannot be filled by creature comforts, status, or material possessions.

Beware the Monster from the Id
A classic 1956 sci-fi thriller, The Forbidden Planet, is a story about a Dr. Morbius who spent many years marooned on a distant planet, when his band of explorers was wiped out. When a rescue ship arrives many years later, the crew are threatened by a vicious creature summoned into being by the Krell, the master-race who formerly inhabited the planet. The Krell conquered all foes in their known universe, and became masters of all they surveyed. Their final, fatal act of narcissistic convenience was to develop a super-computer that transformed their every thought into physical reality. While their purpose was to provide creature comforts without physical effort, they failed to realize that their thoughts could not be confined to materialistic desires alone. They neglected to think about the psychological and emotional side of their sinful natures: selfish, evil, hateful, jealous, and demanding. 

This unforeseen consequence created the Monster from the Id: a thought-beast that they loosed, one upon another, to kill and destroy until none survived. An entire society, viewed as indestructible from without, was wiped out by a far more destructive creature lurking within. The Monster from the Id is alive and well in America today, not in the form of a beast that is physically tearing us limb-from-limb, but the Laodicean phenomenon that is killing the Sons of Adam’s spirits and souls with comfort and complacency. It puts them to sleep in a cozy blanket of me-ism and self-deception. They’ve enjoyed the physical blessings, with no thought to the emotional and spiritual ramifications of living as sons of Adam on the streets of Laodicea. 

There is Hope
For all her shortcomings, the church at Laodicea was Jesus’s church, her men were His men, and He gave them time and room to repent. So there is hope for us. Although Jesus’s warnings to that church were dire, and its condition was extreme, He cared enough for them to rebuke them and offer them a way out. In that same hope, the hand of God is now moving in men’s hearts in this nation, telling us it’s time to wake up, come out of the fog, and run again. He is exposing the Monster from the Id, and calling men out of their selfishness and complacency. Voices are slowly but steadily rising in opposition to the institution of the Classroom. 
While its voice is fragmented, and it is struggling for a common definition, a rag-tag bunch of fellowships are saying, “Enough! We’re trying to follow this Jesus, but there’s a notable disconnection between what we see in Him, and what we see in the traditional American church that we just can’t reconcile. We don’t look very much like what we are preaching, or perhaps the problem is that we are looking just like what we are preaching, and the preaching is all wrong.” 
Some of these groups are donning this mantle to push an already stretched envelope of new age mysticism to the breaking point. Yet, some are using it to restore critical balances that have been lost to the church in America. Nevertheless, it is reassuring that at least some are struggling with questions Christian men have needed to ask of themselves for far too long. They’re seeking a new vision that will make them run to a Jesus they can truly embrace—a Jesus truly relevant to life aside from Sunday mornings—and stepping out in faith to try to change the status quo.

The Sons of Adam must fight this damnable superficiality and accursed apathy with every divine power and weapon from above, and with all of the discipline and passion they can muster from within. They simply must heed the words of Paul when he said, “Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you” (Ephesians 5:14)! They must be made to understand that their greatest enemy is the warm blanket of American affluence that is killing their spirituality with comfort, and numbing their will to fight the forces of darkness so determined to keep them deluded.
 We must fight the delusion of Laodicea by realizing there are two separate and distinct kingdoms in operation on this earth: the kingdoms of flesh and of spirit. We must start selling all we have in the one, to attain to the glory of the other. Appearances can always be deceiving, and it is the very religious freedoms we fight so hard to hold on to in America that have become the Trojan Horse within our gates. I wish that there were more persecution of the church, and that a few of us would be dragged off and imprisoned for proclaiming this Gospel. Then a few would become refined by that same prosecutorial fire that refined the saints we so revere! Perhaps then, we would realize just how trite and foolish our lavish Cathedrals, Christian paraphernalia, “What-would-Jesus-do” bracelets and baubles, and our Rock Star musicians and preachers are in the eyes of our Lord. Perhaps then, we would become leaner and far more effective runners. 

It is going to take courageous men to turn the Titanic around—men who will help their flocks to realize they need to fight this cursed sleep harder than they fight hunger or political oppression in the third world. Along with admonitions concerning how ungodly it is to ignore toddlers in Somalia, with bloated stomachs, and eyes recessed deeply into their sockets dying from hunger, we need to proclaim equally impassioned warnings about Laodiceans with bloated self images, and eyes bulging from the worship of material possessions, languishing in the theater seats of our lavish cathedrals. 

This work is dedicated to that proclamation: to providing a constant exhortation to wake up, recognize our Monster from the Id, and begin fighting with passion the enemy that numbs the Sons of Adam to the reality of spiritual warfare. This is a war that reaches its apex in Jesus’s message to the Laodiceans. This is a war that has reached the shores of America, as the curse of Adam and the Monster from the Id grows unchecked.
Theodore Roosevelt captured the essence of the Laodicean phenomenon, and how to break its spell:

The credit belongs to the man in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly…who knows the great enthusiasm, the great devotions, who spends himself in a worthy cause, who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who have never known neither victory nor defeat [neither hot nor cold]. 
The moment we stop running on the hard road Jesus calls us to, and begin running after material comforts the world calls us to, Adam’s nature takes over, and we repeatedly punch the snooze button as the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
There are far too many men in the church who have been seduced into becoming cold and timid souls, doing lukewarm deeds, who have never known either victory or defeat. There are far too few men in the church whose faces are marred by dust, sweat, and blood from tilling in God’s fields, and bringing forth His harvest on earth. There are far too few who strive valiantly towards the upward calling of Christ, and who know both the victories and costs of the great race of the faith. There are far too few who are willing today to spend themselves in the most worthy of causes—the cause of Christ’s kingdom on earth.
“Men still today sleep and take their rest while the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.”





“This phenomenon is axiomatic—guaranteed purely by the curse of Adam interacting with the environment of Laodicea.”
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[words in parenthesis my interpretation]





“I continue to pray for the most persecuted church in the world, and real suffering that will give the Sons of Adam life and purpose again here in America.”





“Men are going to ridiculous lengths to try to put some adventure back into life.”





“We must fight superficiality and apathy with every divine power from above, and all of the discipline and passion from within us.”
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