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Pray… O Lord, when You called me out of the darkness and into Your marvelous light, giving me the right to become Your child, You became my sanctuary and I became Your earthly temple.  When You opened my eyes, and I turned from Satan’s dominion to Yours, I received the forgiveness of sins, an inheritance among those sanctified by faith, and the power of Your Spirit from on high. 

Now death is swallowed up in victory! O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? O former man, what ails you and why do you flee? O temptation, why are you turned back? O my heart, why do you skip like a ram? O my soul, why do you leap like a lamb? What has stricken you, O power of darkness?  The whole earth trembles in Your presence, O Lord, for You are coming to judge the world in righteousness and the sons of men in faithfulness. Then You will turn the rock into a pool of water, and what has become hardened into a fountain of waters for those who believe in Your holy name, and have been granted eternal life.
Consider... Remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, and strangers to the covenant of promise. You had no hope, and were without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near. When we were delivered from our sin and His kingdom on earth became our new reality, death was swallowed up in victory and its sting died. Now our hearts have a reason to skip like lambs! Grace should cause us to reflect upon how far Jesus had to go to remove us from our former condition. Mercy at such a price should lead us to bow the knee, and fear the Lord. Consider what your imminent domain was before Christ came knocking at the door of your heart. Consider the corruption and hopelessness of this world that was home base by default. Then reflect upon your new home—the new spirit that grace has filled your present and future with! Answer without hesitation the questions, “O sin, what ails you, and why do you flee? O temptation, why are you turned back? O death, where is your sting?” Remember now your deliverance from sin, tremble with all creation before Your God, and become a stranger in this world because of the mercy of the One who endured the sting of death to bring you in to His marvelous light!
Reflect...
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 114     When delivered from sin








