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Arthur Simon, the founder of Bread for the World, asks the $64.00 question so pertinent in today’s America. To those who call themselves Christians, and yet run on the same treadmill the world runs on consisting of too much focus on money-making leading to too many material purchases, leading to pursuing a career 60 or more hours a week to feed the beast while being left too tired and financially stretched to be able to even think about the poor, this is a needed wake-up call. Arthur comes right out of the shoot targeting an old nemesis of all good Christian works: cheap grace, which he calls “cushions in our preaching,” and begins to attempt to dispel the rumors about how forgiveness covers that which it does not when it comes to Christian concern for the poor lacking in action. 


Though a bit too political for my taste in urging the church to focus on political change to help feed the hungry around the world, Simon’s overall message is spot-on. He speaks of “an amount of wealth that starves the soul,” leading to fat wallets trying vainly to feed empty lives. He says, “The problem is not that we’ve tried faith and found it wanting, but that we’ve tried mammon and found it addictive, and as a result find following Christ inconvenient.” He unpacks Jesus’ statement concerning our hearts being where our treasure is, and that try as we may in America we can’t seem to separate the two. He discusses at length the inseparable link between love and justice, and how the first without the last results in a joyless salvation and an aimless Christian walk. But he also expresses giving in a positive light, encouraging us with both the immediate and eternal rewards available to those who turn their hearts from inward needs to external realities.

Simon urges American Christians to look at the lifestyle they lead, what it costs them in terms of their finances and their time, and urges them to live more simply if they really want to be rich in the things that count. This is not a new revelation. This message has gone out since the dawning of time in the church because believers are tempted with the world’s goods and desires every day they get out of bed. Nevertheless, in our Laodicean environment in America where the church has succumbed to “dressing for success” in her buildings and her preaching, we can’t get enough reminders of this truth from people like Mr. Simon, who not only talk the talk but spent a lifetime walking the walk.
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