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Reconnecting men with their giftedness...and the church with her world
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THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR EXAMPLE – Part I

I recently spoke with a banker while he was helping me set up a new account for the ministries. He asked me what they were all about. I explained they were to help train pastors and men’s ministries how to come together under the model Jesus spoke of in John 15 [abiding in Him and bearing fruit in our world], moving out of the stands and into the race of discipleship together. He asked me how I proposed to accomplish that, and I told him it wasn’t any new idea of mine, but through returning to the message of shepherds and sheep Jesus both taught and lived while He was on this earth. 
I explained to him briefly what I call in my new book, Running the Race Already Won, the “Classroom” approach to Christianity. I told him we had become a church of teachers preaching without tangibly leading in America, which has now resulted in too many men sitting in the back rows forever listening without doing. It has also resulted in a preoccupation with building ever larger classrooms to house as many students as we can, rather than focusing our efforts and money on moving out to serve our communities [for an overview explaining this model more fully, visit my website: www.Thereconnectedchurch.org and click on “The Problem” video on the homepage]. I explained that was a religious model eerily like the one Jesus encountered here, and not the example He would go on to set for His coming church.
Next issue: My Friend’s Story

PART II


After my explanation the voice on the other end was silent for a moment, and then he said he thought that was a very needed thing. He had grown up a pastor’s kid, and saw his dad preaching about and being one person on Sunday morning, but he also saw a man away from church “doing things he shouldn’t have been doing” according to his Sunday morning alter-ego. This had soured him on the church ever since. I told him I was sorry to hear that, because it was a story too often told today. But I asked him not to be too hard on his father because even church leaders are sinners, and even they did things they weren’t supposed to do. 
I said that if I could speak to his father the biggest issue I would discuss [and this isn’t just about pastors, it’s about men in the church in general] would be sins of omission more than sins of commission. I told him I didn’t doubt his dad was probably sorry for those things he was doing during the week that betrayed his preaching and façade on Sunday mornings, but that the Bible gives us more than one way to deal with our fallen nature that perhaps he should have shown a little more of to his son. After a bit more discussion I directed him to the website, told him I hoped we could talk again, and we focused again on the business at hand.

Next issue: Our Double-Edged Sword Against Sin

Part III


Given that we are sinners by default, what is the best way to deal with that on an ongoing basis here in the real world? Is there something other than repentance the Bible gives us to keep on the right path as we walk before others who are watching? James says, “My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins.” In my new book I devote a chapter to the idea that there is a positive way to deal with sin, one that keeps it from being just about repentance and humility. If it were all about repentance following this Jesus would be a boring and morbid pursuit indeed, as the polls tell us it is for far too many men in the church today. 
As with all of the commands Jesus gave to men, life is to be a balance of inward and outward focus. The Great Commandment [“Love the Lord your God, and love your neighbor”] and Jesus’ restatement of that command in John 15 [“Abide in Me, and bear fruit”] display this balance in its ultimate form. Yes, we are to bow in humility before a gracious God and repent of our sins, but we are also to be about finding lost sheep, both inside and outside the church, and return them to the exciting race Jesus has for them. Isn’t it great that we can do something positive about sin, through helping others to return from theirs? Isn’t it wonderful that by doing the good works Jesus gave us to do, just like entering into words and acts of contrition He also gave us to do, we can wield a double-edged sword in our battle against sin?

Next issue: Conclusion

CONCLUSION

For so many reasons it is vital to walk the balanced life of “grace and truth” that Jesus taught and was before others, and this is just one of those balances. I dare say that if my friend on the phone would have seen more of the good works from his father Jesus gave him to do, he would now be focusing less on the flawed works he saw his father doing. We are all sinners by default. Trials from above, attacks from beneath, and temptations from within all conspire upon us from the moment we arise to the moment we go to sleep. We will sin. Sooner or later we will let the expectations of others, particularly those in our families who are so close to us, down. So the question becomes what is the best way to deal with it. If we refuse to enter into the good stuff, all we are left with is the somber stuff. And if that is to be our lot in life, it is what our children will witness as well. 


Jesus told us we would sin, but He also told us to be lights in the world, and that we were to shine our light before men in such a way that those watching would see our “good works” and glorify our Father in Heaven. To shine that light is a choice we must make, whereas to sin is ours by default. As the old saying goes, “You don’t have to train a child to be bad, they just come by it naturally.” Reconnections exists to help more church leaders help more men make that choice, and start showing the world the lighter side of dealing with our sinful natures. If we would do that, there would be fewer of them looking on thinking we were leading double lives. Hope you will continue to come along for the ride, and support this ministry with your prayers and your giving.
Your missionary to the modern church,

Mike




“Bearing one another’s burdens,


and so fulfilling the law of Christ.”


(Gal. 6:2)
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