Where’s the Spirit of Christmas?

I have to wonder when I hear Christians constantly bemoaning the loss of Christ in Christmas. Is the spirit of Christmas truly dead? Have we lost our Christian holiday to the world that wants so badly to steal its gifts without acknowledging its Giver? Sadly, Christians who ask these questions have given themselves over to the very worldliness they so decry. The theft to them is the more tragic because they don’t realize the spirit of Christmas has not only been stolen from their flesh, but from their hearts. I am reminded of a similar concern: this silly school prayer issue we spend so much time and money fighting secular humanists over. Those who fight over such issues have missed the entire point, because the world can no more take Christmas from us than it can take prayer from our schools. Jesus came to give individuals new hearts, not to Christianize the world. When the world tells us that we cannot pray—any time or anywhere—how foolish is it that we would believe it? Likewise, when the world tells us that Christmas has become all about greed and commercialism, or it thinks it can kill its spirit by taking away local nativity scenes, they are only depriving us of something in the flesh we should be benefiting in through the spirit. And if we are benefiting in the spirit, why worry about what anyone tries to do in the flesh?

Neither prayer nor the reason or spirit in Christmas can be taken from us if we see through spiritual eyes and remain focused upon the right kingdom. Jesus lives in the faith and the hearts of His children, not in symbols, trinkets, crosses or nativities. But there is another kingdom on earth: the kingdom of men, earthly kings and their earthly laws. When the faithful take their eyes off of the kingdom of God, so alive still in the Christmas season, and allow them to be re-focused on the kingdom of men they “become entangled in the everyday affairs of men…ceasing to please the One who sent them (2 Tim 2).” 

Christmas in the spirit still represents the birth of Christ and what he stood for: love, joy, family, and selflessness. Jesus was God’s love made manifest, and He came to create a family of the fellowship of His people such as was not possible before. His coming, along with the Spirit His work brought to the hearts of men, meant we were linked with a common, indwelling thread that would knit us together in love. Do we not in that same Spirit feel an overwhelming urge to be with family at this time? Does this season not drive us by the millions into the streets for a time to serve in our communities, and give to various charities with our dollars and gifts? Do we not fill the pews of churches across this land in singing “Joy to the World, the Savior’s come?!” Do we not for a season get a little more caught up in who and what Jesus was and is? Is this not abundant proof of the spirit of Christmas still alive and well at this time of year? What else than the overwhelming spirit of Christ in Christmas could get our typically pew-glued fellowships out into the streets to actually act a little more like Him? 

Even in the kingdom of men there is abundant proof of the spirit of Christmas. Why is it that this is a time of overwhelming despair among many of the sons of men? Why is it that statistics tell us there is more depression and suicide during the Christmas season than all other seasons of the year? Tragic as it may be, I believe this is further proof that the spirit of Christmas is alive and well in America. For those who have not experienced the love of the blessed child or understand the depths of the message of His self-sacrifice on Calvary this season celebrates, the sense that there is something so much better that they are missing out on becomes the ultimate darkness.

And so believers can either choose to focus on the kingdom of God in Christmas: embracing the love, joy and self-sacrifice that the spirit of the kingdom of God ushers in at this time, or we can choose to embrace the commercialism, despair and selfishness that the kingdom of man is so burdened with. And that is why I would say to you that when we choose to embrace the latter by focusing on it as we do—allowing it to steal our peace and the spirit of Christ in this season—we become the very thing we decry. If we want to gain a new appreciation for the spirit of Christmas we need to stop complaining about all the things that are wrong with the way the world treats it, and start treating it as Jesus would want us to. We need to go out to those who dread the Christmas season, hopelessly trapped in the kingdom of men, and bring the kingdom of God to them! It’s Jesus’ birthday, not ours. Let’s go and give the gift of Christ to “one of the least of these, His brethren, and so give it to Him” (Matt 25). And while we’re at it, let’s not stop on December 26th. Let’s keep bringing them Jesus all the year ‘round!

Someone once wrote, “Evil triumphs when good men do nothing.” The spirit of the world triumphs when redeemed men do nothing to lift up the reason for the season. They can’t steal the nativity scene that should be alive in the hearts of His people at this time.
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