What is Wisdom?
Wisdom is the most elusive of preys. Sages, priests, and philosophers have sought her with tears since the dawning of man, because those endowed with it are considered blessed, and are therefore sought out for their gift. Many have used it for the blessing of others, and many have twisted it and used it for evil. But the fact remains that in wisdom there is power—be it used for good or twisted for evil. True wisdom cannot be used for evil, because it comes as a gift from the hand of God, and God does not gift men for evil. Men can, however, stray from God and twist their giftedness to do evil. Witness Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived—a man who began his ministry in divine wisdom and used it for good, but who twisted his wisdom by employing it for the benefit of his own pleasures. It caused his soul to become so tortured that he called even the wisdom that brought him fame, blessing, and glory “a grievous task” (Eccl. 1:13), and “striving after wind” (1:17). What is wisdom, and how do we approach it so it does not consume us altogether and leave us at it left Solomon? I believe: 

· We must attempt define it to know how to search for it

· We must pursue it with passion and endurance

· We must balance it with the “right living” in our hearts that defines it, to keep it from twisting in our minds.

How do we define wisdom? I see wisdom as a line drawn in the sand of whatever circumstance we find ourselves deployed to by the God of heaven who commands us. And this is why wisdom is so elusive and must be constantly sought out in prayer, study, and action before the God who plans our path day to day. This line is the line up to which the disciple must strive with every ounce of endurance, will, and self-discipline. It is the Pearl of Great Price that a man must sell all he has to obtain, and the upward calling of Christ Jesus for which a man must forsake—and count as rubbish—all that is behind him and press on towards. It is a glorious prize that he must sacrifice all for, as he searches for the elusive goals of “being perfect as his Heavenly Father is perfect” (John 10:10), and attaining to “thoughts higher than his as far as the heavens are above the earth” (Isa. 55:9), for this is the way of wisdom. Wisdom must reside in lofty places above us, or it would be mere knowledge. Knowledge can be obtained by merely working hard enough, but wisdom is that and much more. If man fails to strive up to the line with all that he can muster within him, he will be found wanting and be called “sluggard” by the One who bids him strive. If he stops on the way to “fold his hands for a little sleep and a little slumber, his poverty will come in like a vagabond, and his need like an armed man” (Prov. 6:10-11). And this certainly is not wise.

But then the line must not be crossed over through willful pursuit alone, for the moment man [in his striving] crosses over the line he becomes a Pharisee, and not wise. The line of wisdom is that line that a man’s God bids him to strive toward, but not cross over in his own strength. It is the line at which—as it was with Moses when trapped between Pharaoh’s chariots and the Red Sea—the Lord bids the man to “be still, cease striving, and know that He is God.” Wisdom must also be a gift of God, for only in the giftedness of God—and that wholly apart from any action or knowledge of man, and inspired completely by the divine—can anyone find wisdom on this earth. It is where we surrender to “Christ in us, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). At the line, God bids the man to lay down his arms and “take upon him the yoke that is easy and the burden that is light” (Matt. 11:30), that is the gift from God alone. This final act brought by grace alone will complete the journey to wisdom, when granted from a wise God to His diligent disciple. It is at the line where the disciple strives to, and then leaves in, the hand of God both pursuit and outcome, that I blieve wisdom is found. Paul said, “I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am…I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:11-13). In this is wisdom, that such a one as Paul, who encouraged us to “be like him,” and spoke at length about striving with all within us to attain to the goals of godliness, also knew contentment from the hand of God at the end of all his struggles. Paul, more oft than not, found “the line.”

How do we pursue wisdom? In Proverbs 2:2-7 we read, “Make your ear attentive to wisdom, and incline your heart to understanding. For if you cry for discernment and lift your voice for understanding—if you seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden treasures—then you will discern the fear of the Lord, and discover the knowledge of God. For the Lord gives wisdom, and from His mouth come knowledge and understanding. He stores up sound wisdom for the upright…” I could spend pages and days unfolding this, one of the richest passages in all of Scripture, but in the interest of brevity suffice it to say that we must press on towards wisdom with urgency and passion. We must seek it as we seek the face of God Himself, for in His throne room alone it is to be found. And notice that it will not be found unless we fear the Giver above all else—that we “work out our salvation in fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12) in our search for wisdom, even as we “draw near with confidence before the throne of grace” (Heb. 4:16), without which wisdom would be unattainable indeed.  Wisdom will not be but one arrow in the quiver, and one goal amongst goals for the disciple who seeks it. Wisdom must be our all-consuming passion, the fire that warms our spirits, and the light which enlightens our souls. There must be nothing that brings us up short of it, nothing that dissuades us from it, and no “taking our hand from the plow to look back” (Luke 9:62) from it, lest our quest end in destruction.

And, finally, their love for their God in this quest must be balanced with equal measures of their love for their neighbor, for this is the greatest commandment. This is what, I am convinced, Solomon forgot as he sought selfishly the benefits of wisdom. Let us not forget that Solomon was granted his wisdom when he sought to be spent upon the edification of God’s people (1 Kings 3). But when he forsook that goal and began to spend the benefits of his great wisdom on his own foolish pleasures, wisdom left him and he became a madman. As with all good things from the hand of God—as with all spiritual giftedness granted from a holy God to a needy people—wisdom is given for the edification of God’s church internally, and for the evangelism and service of the world externally. If it is hoarded, the twisting occurs and wisdom is defeated. 
Wisdom will never be discovered by those who sequester themselves in Ivory Towers of theology and say, “Come to us if you want wisdom.” It is in the fields of missionary purpose that life’s most important lessons are learned, and suffering for our Savior leads to the critical pruning of the disciple. Without that, wisdom is but a myth. The Pharisees studied knowledge endlessly and diligently, but without love Jesus said they were “blind guides.” Blindness is not wisdom. Therefore, you will not necessarily find the truly wise in seminaries, behind pulpits, or teaching Bible studies. No, the truly wise you will find as we have found Assissi, Bonhoeffer, Brainerd, Theresa, and many others: in the fields white for harvest, “laying down their lives for their friends” (John 15:13), for this is the way of love. Wisdom cannot be cleaved from love, for love is that which transfers a thought of the mind to the wisdom of both mind and heart. Wisdom is both mind and heart working together to accomplish “right living:” the mind to know and the heart to love. Without the mind to know the heart strays into undisciplined emotion, and without the heart to love the mind becomes puffed up with itself, and seeks the betterment of itself and not others as Solomon did.
So for what it is worth, this is my meager attempt to define the un-definable, for even in the search to define wisdom it is elusive. But I think there are ways to approach the quest itself, and it is for that reason that I have endeavored to put my thoughts on this subject to paper. Hopefully they are God’s thoughts on the subject and not my own, for if they are His they are wise, and if they are mine wisdom shall flee them. I can pray only that I fear God, strive with all that is in me to keep the Great Commandment to love my God and my neighbor, and thereafter leave the outcome to the One who holds wisdom in His capable hands. Solomon did,  in the end, return to his senses and found wisdom at last in his final words in Ecclesiastes: “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person.”
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