Standing in Awe of the “Otherness”
“No fear” is the logo of a popular company, and is an equally popular theme with the reality shows that have enjoyed such explosive growth over the past few years. As even the secular world realizes its own Laodicean tendencies, it is now experimenting with new ways to prove to itself that it has not become too fat, happy, and enmeshed in its environs of excess. The popularity of vacations that push personal danger envelopes ever farther is rapidly gaining momentum as thrill-seekers are turning out in ever-increasing numbers to try to find the raw, Marlboro-man within they know they have lost. Men are turning out in record numbers to chest-beating, manly retreat weekends to find the warriors within that have been compromised in a society that has tried for years to feminize them.
I find great hope in the fact that the same is beginning to happen with Christian men. One need look no further than the popularity of the Promise Keepers, the Wild at Heart movement, and the Purpose Driven Life phenomenon confirm this fact. Men are realizing something has been lost and they need to get it back. I believe it was a profound lack of biblical “fear” that caused the same delusion in the Laodiceans we see in the church today. We have come to believe that revering God’s demands for holiness and warnings of judgment are to be discarded in this age of grace. But is that true? 
In Malachi we find the following verses that define the biblical concept of what it is to fear God: “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a father where is My honor? And if I am a master where is My respect (Mal 1)?…My covenant with him (Levi) was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him as an object of reverence. So he revered Me, and stood in awe of My name” (Mal 2). The word “fear” in the Old Testament is “yare:” to fear, to be reverent, even afraid. Surprisingly the words in the Hebrew, “phobos…phobeo,” are even more extreme. They mean to stand in awe of, hold in exceeding reverence, and, yes, even to be frightened. There is an “otherness” to God that is inscrutable, uncanny, and impenetrable to all of His creation, including men. He proves that in the many mysteries He leaves us to try to unlock as we search to know the unknowable and reach the unreachable. 
Perhaps one of the best ways to understand fear from both worldly and kingdom perspectives is found in the most popular hymn of all time: “’’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.” The grace of God teaches our hearts to fear God, and at the same time relieve our fears of the world: namely, sin, death, and anxiety. Fear in the kingdom sense comes from the deepest sort of appreciation of God’s grace. And if grace should cause us to fear, how much more should God’s righteousness, holiness, and just judgment? Kingdom fear is to hold God in a reverence that is not accorded to any other person or thing. Therefore, when we desire something more than we desire God, we fear it and not Him. To desire something above all else, is that not the ultimate showing of respect? 
Has grace caused a healthy fear of God to be relegated to the recycle bin, as we seek to follow the spirit instead of the law? Though the Jews feared greatly the oppressive Roman dominance, Jesus said, “And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who after He has killed has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him” (Luke 12)! The Lamb—the very manifestation of the Father’s love made it clear that the idea of fearing Him was still very much at the forefront of the believer’s calling. After Jesus’ ascension, we are told in Acts 9 that the church was increasing “in the fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.” Paul proclaimed that it was to those who feared God that salvation was sent (Acts 13). He repeatedly reinforces the command to fear God in Rom. 11, 2nd Cor. 5 & 7, Eph. 5, Phil. 2, and Heb. 4. Peter then takes up the cause in 1 Pet 1& 2, and finally John continues in Revelation 11, 14, 15 & 19. No, there can be no doubt that thisGod we serve demands that He be feared in all dispensations, times, and cultures. There is no fear of parents, so we have children out of control. There is no fear of the legal system, so crime is out of control. There is no fear of God in the church, so it is suffering as well.
But is fearing God the curse we have made it here in Laodicea? In the Psalms there are over 40 references to fearing the Lord. Within them is to be found every single blessing He offers the believer! I am convinced that it was precisely David’s fear of God that made him the man “with a heart after God’s own.” If there is one thing we need to bring us back from the brink of the Laodicean delusions we now embrace. So enjoy God’s gift of grace, but never forget to “work out your salvation in fear and trembling.” Remember Solomon’s words in Eccl. 12 at the end of a life ruined by reveling in God’s gifts without fearing His mandates: “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person.” While He comes close enough to abide in us, there is an otherness to God that we will not penetrate that is the stuff reverence is made of.
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