
Connection or Disconnection: The laments of a former worship leader
I see worship leaders struggling to find depth in the way they are leading their congregations. They are searching for a connection between God, themselves, and their flocks they know is there but seems to be somewhat elusive. And for many years I led worship for various ministries and fellowships, and found that worshipping the Almighty provided a connection for me that is found in few other places. However, I have had to step down from that position because I have found much of our modern worship is causing just the opposite of the connection we seek between God and man. I became increasingly uncomfortable with singing, much less leading, many of our contemporary Christian choruses. I hate to say this, but our worship leaders are “shooting themselves in the proverbial foot” by leading people into superficial and shallow singing, even while they are desiring to lead them into the reality of relationship with the Spirit. This is largely due to three disturbing trends I’m now seeing in the industry. The first is the focus of many of our choruses being about who we are and what we will do, rather than glorifying Jesus Christ:

· We’re glorifying ourselves—our flesh—rather than God

· We’re being incredibly superficial by making promises to Him we can’t keep, and telling Him we’re doing things we aren’t

· We’re addressing Him in the third person by singing as though we were addressing each other
In the month of November, 2005, I spent four - thirty minute segments of time spread across four different days listening to a nationally broadcast contemporary Christian radio station. I divided the themes of the songs I heard into four different categories: 1) times I heard the created say to their Creator, “I am, I will,” in the form of present or future promises. 2) The times I heard inferences to “You are…You will” [referring to God]. 3) The times I heard Jesus or God referred to as love, grace, forgiveness, etc, and; 4) The times I heard God referred to as one to be honored or revered. Obviously, anyone attempting such a study would be somewhat subjective concerning their definitions of what did and did not fit in particular category, but the results spoke for themselves: 1) 171 times, 2) 113 times, 3) 52 times, 4) 0 times [Note: There were occasions that spoke of blessing the Lord, but none mentioning respect].
Songs proclaiming promises about what we will do and who we will become for God fairly abound. Compare the reverent words of praise in those stodgy old hymnals we rarely use today with our contemporary choruses and you will find an unmistakable trend toward a Christian boasting and narcissism. The truth is that we are all sinners, and totally incapable of fulfilling promises like, “With every breath I take, I’ll praise You…In all I do, I honor You…Everything I have is yours…etc.”
Both Jesus and James warned us against making vows to anyone (Matt 5, Jas 5). They called such practices “evil.” When examining the instances in the New Testament where men made promises to Jesus, the reason He told us to refrain becomes clear. In each of these instances (Matt 6:19, 21:29, 26:35, Mark 14:31, Luke 9:57, 9:61, 19:8, John 13:37) those who made promises to Jesus ended up either rebuked by Him, or by their actions proved themselves to be liars. It is no wonder, given these insights, that Paul said, “On my own behalf I will not boast, except in regard to my weaknesses” (2 Cor. 12:5). False promises made by sinners to a holy and perfect God cause disconnection. They cause Him to disconnect from His self-deluded children because He knows they are lying to Him. They likewise cause His children to disconnect from Him because they know they are being disingenuous, and can’t possibly live up to their claims of what they will do and who they are. 
The second disconnection comes from worship leaders leading entire congregations—people from every level of maturity in their Christian walks—to tell God they are bowing or raising their hands when they know the majority won’t. Every time we sing “I lift up my hands,” or “I bow down,” and then don’t we disconnect. Every time we say to God we are performing a certain action when we know we are not, we become increasingly numb to reality. Say things like this consistently enough and we actually begin to believe words will supplant actions. Soon we have built a fantasy world of self-delusion, where we think we are doing by merely saying we are. 
The final disconnection comes from the fact that many of our choruses lead us into addressing God in the third person. We refer to Him as “He,” rather than in the first person. This has come largely from adopting songs that were originally intended to be performed from a stage, then singing them as personal worship. But whatever the reason, it is contributing to the disconnection. I often want to turn to the person next to me and sing, because the way the song is written that’s what I should be doing. But that’s not surprising given the superficiality the first two disconnections lead us to. Through making promises to God we can’t possibly keep, telling God in our choruses we are doing things we are not doing, and addressing Him in the third person when we are supposed to be addressing Him personally is leading us all down a Laodicean path to superficiality.  
I hope that we’ll reconsider our theology in our music, and get real in our worship of the Almighty. Just think of the opportunity it could be for worship leaders across America to truly witness to the reality of Christ: if they would stand before their congregations, repent of using worship as an instrument of boasting and superficiality, and talk about changing the way things are done. If those writing our contemporary worship songs would wake up and think about what it is they’re writing [one of the better examples of this is Casting Crowns], and for whom they are writing it, we would see much more reverent and relational prose being created. Music certainly has the power to cause the connection we all know it can, but we need to make it about God and return some sensibility to it if that is going to be the result. If we would start leading our flocks into a personal relationship that worship should facilitate again, we would realize the depths it could take us to. If we would do that, I’d start participating and even leading again. And that would be a good thing.
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