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Passionate people, the kind of people I hope you are, need to have others around that question them. Passionate people, the kind of people I hope more and more of us are becoming aren’t perfect, and one of their imperfections is that they have strong opinions that can lead to hard-heartedness. While we need passionate people taking strong stands on things if we are to wipe the sleep from our eyes in the modern church, we sometimes get to feeling we are the gospel on certain issues. We come to be legends in our own minds, and this is why people like us need people like Rob Bell. 

Rob questions our dogmas—not that he says they are right or wrong but he gets us to question our motives, perspectives, and conclusions. He does an outstanding job of painting the picture of a flowing, adaptable, and imminently relevant Gospel to changing times and cultures, without gutting the truth of it. He dreams of a church community that looks more like Jesus and less like church, and as a pastor shepherding 10,000 members at the age of 30 perhaps we should take a listen to what he has to say. Not that numbers are any indication of the truth being presented, but after reading this work I’m glad so many are hearing it. 

Rob speaks to individuals, but I think moreso he addresses those in positions of leadership. He is brutally candid about his own success, and how it was as much a curse as a blessing. But what I love most is that he honestly wrestles with God and invites us in as his tag-team partners. He calls us to the fray, which is the first step out of the delusions and malaise of Laodicea. He calls us not only to question, but to act. On pages 62-63, he writes:

“We have to embrace the Bible as the wild, uncensored, passionate account it is of people experiencing the living 
God. Doubting the one true God. Wrestling with, arguing with, getting angry with, reconciling with, loving, worshipping,

thanking, following the One who gives us everything. We cannot tame it. We cannot tone it down. If we do, then we 
cant’ say it is the life-giving Word of God. We have made it something else.”

And he doesn’t preach it at us. This is a journey one is drawn into because the driver of the bus is sitting in the front seat and isn’t wearing a seat belt! This is why I am such a promoter of praying the Psalms: no one knew how to wrestle with God like David and the other Psalmists. They knew how to suffer and how to confront both themselves and God with integrity and passion. But perhaps the thing I admire most about this work is that, unlike me (the Mack truck in the China shop), Rob comes in the end to powerful conclusions and challenges that will rock your comfortable, Laodicean world in a gentle and loving fashion (curse you, Rob!). Among the challenges he writes are pages 168-169:

“I am learning that the church is at its best when it is underground, subversive, and countercultural. It is the quiet, 
humble, stealth acts that change things…Which is why we are reclaiming the simple fact that Jesus said the way
 is narrow. We are honest about this, especially to our friends who wouldn’t say they are Christians. Very few people 
in our world are offering anything worth dying for. Most of the messages we receive are about how to make life easier. 
The call of Jesus goes the other direction: it’s about making our lives more difficult, It is going out of our way to be 
more generous and disciplined and loving and free. It is refusing to escape and become numb to and check out 
of this broken, fractured world. And so we are embracing the high demands of Jesus’ call to be one of His disciples.” 
If ever there was a vivid description of the modern American church culture it is “escaping, becoming numb to, and checking out” of the real world—out of the real world and into the delusions of symbolism without substance that Laodicea is all about. The narrow way, making lives more difficult, being more disciplined, and embracing the high calling of discipleship is certainly countercultural.  

Amen, Rob! This is the kind of emergent-postmodern message we need, and it warms my heart to hear that at least 10,000 people each week are being challenged to live it. While I don’t agree with everything he says this one’s a keeper, especially for you passionate “Peter” types charging through the China shops of other’s lives. Take it from one who has left a lot of broken glass on the floor: don’t stifle your passion but learn to question your motives, doctrines, and the fruit of your life as you strive for discipleship.
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