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A must read for any sized group wanting to become involved in community service, this book is a wonderful combination of testimonials, practical information and strategies that can help your fellowship, whatever the size, to focus outside the doors of the church building.

Rusaw and Swanson tell inspirational stories of individuals and churches, some led by leadership and some started by laity, that move you to get out of your seat, find someone in need and be Jesus to them. It was this book that inspired me to start The Carpenter’s Helpers (see page on this website) in my community, and to write the article “Blessed Feet” (see “Articles” on the homepage). They then give practical philosophies and methods of ministering to the secular community, to provide a step-by-step process for moving beyond word and tongue to deed and truth. From their “Sweet Spot” (where needs and dreams of the community, calling and capacity of the local church, and mandates and desires of God all overlap), to how to build and keep a team of community servants inspired and involved, this is a well-rounded work written by people actually practicing what they preach: a refreshing concept in our Laodicean environment where much is preached but little acted upon.


A statement from the book that sums up well what the focus of The Externally Focused Church is all about is found on page 112:

“(Jesus’) good deeds paved the road over which His good news traveled.”
This was the model He left us, and it will work as well for us as it did for Him if will but employ it. Rusaw’s church in Longmont, CO, is a living, breathing example of this, as on any given day “around 400 volunteers from Lifebridge are out in the community serving,” according to Rick. This is a church that local government agencies actually consult with before starting new social programs because Rick and his disciples have shown them how to do it so well.  It is a lack of putting flesh on our words I believe to be why our preaching has become so ineffective. People need to see the love of Jesus as much as they need to hear about it to fully grasp its relevance to them. When our feet don’t move, our voices can only be heard in a very short radius. When our feet move, we can take the Gospel into our neighborhoods, our communities, and to the uttermost ends of the earth.

This book is one that I promote at every opportunity, and share with every person and fellowship I come in contact with because it takes what most Christians deem to be overwhelming and makes it doable. We have entire generations of believers that have grown up in the church thinking preaching is all we need to reach a lost world. They have become the image of what they have been taught, and we have become a body of talk without action, and preaching without loving. In other words, “noisy gongs and clanging cymbals” to a world that now looks on with relative disinterest. The church in Laodicea will become the church triumphant only when she begins to model first, and then speak, Christ’s love. This work will help inspire and get her there. Moreover, it will absolutely convince anyone that reads it and employs its principles that one person can make a difference!
