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What I love about this story of how three men powerfully mentored their sons through the teenage years, years that most parents have come to approach with great fear and trembling, is that it’s all about doing it. It’s not some talking head or child psychologist who’s been to a lot of child raising classes saying, “Thus sayeth the Lord.” No, this is the real deal; three guys who let their feet do their talking before their lips start moving, and that’s rare here in Laodicea (I told you there’s hope). But there are two things I hate about this book: first, that I wasn’t introduced to it until my youngest was 15 and having many of the kinds of struggles that perhaps could have been avoided had I been aware of it, and; second, that it showed me up for the physically present, yet emotionally and spiritually absent father I had been to my three boys. I wasn’t a workaholic as much as I was a “not here thoughtaholic.” I was as gone from home in my mind as any workaholic is at the office, and I would venture a guess that many dads reading this are saying “Uh-huh” right about now.

Lewis weaves a wonderful and powerful tapestry about how to first give your son a vision for manhood, then lead him through the minefields of adolescent life with a mixture of small-group fellowship, teaching, and action. And that is the model that the church must adopt with its adults to escape Laodicea. I would categorize most fathers’ relationships in the church as lukewarm: present, but not hot (although too many may be cold). Not so with Lewis and his buddies. He begins by comparing the mentoring relationship a father should have with his sons to the Knights of medieval times, where a boy would be taken from his home, become a squire in the court of the Knights, hand out with adult men, learn honor, respect, and to have what Lewis calls “a code of conduct and a transcendent cause.” 


He then goes on to show how these qualities can be deeply engrained in a young man’s character through the power of ceremony. In the book he describes several powerful and effective ceremonies to lead your sons into and through that will both inspire him to look forward to the next level in your relationship, and acknowledge what he has already achieved. These are culminated in what he calls “spiking” events that drive home a lesson or an achievement in the boy’s life, making them never to be forgotten again.

So dads, listen up! If you care about your sons, are ready to eat a whole lot of humble pie, and desire to truly show them that you want the best for them; if you’re ready to be Jesus to him and not just talk about it, get together a group of men with pre-teens from your church, read this book, and go to it! This is about as anti-Laodicea as it gets! This is the model for not only adolescent development, but for adult development as well: close and active small-group fellowships with “a vision, a code of conduct, and a transcendent cause.” You don’t have to buy into the lie that the teen years need to be feared. You can do something to make them the best years of yours, and yours son’s, lives. You can buy this book and “get ‘er done!”
