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It is unfortunate that this book has gone out of print, because it is one of the most well-rounded, finest models available upon which to build a small or large group fellowship. Brian, the Pastor of Te Atatu Bible Chapel in New Zeland, focuses on the preeminence of the Kingdom of God that should prevail upon all we are, all we say, and all we do; as individuals and as a body. He brings an insightful and holistic approach to the individual’s function within the body: evangelism, use of spiritual gifts, prayer, discipleship, ministry, and community service. He shows how maintaining balance in all of these areas, while not overemphasizing any of them, leads to a church that permeates all of society with relevance, truth, and love. He proposes that every function in life, from seemingly secular work to seemingly spiritual church functions, all fall within the Kingdom of God, and how we can use them all to impact the kingdom of men. 
To this end, Brian: 

· Confronts us with how far astray western materialism has led us from Jesus’ plan for His church, and he challenges us to be content with less while giving more to the kingdom

· Challenges church leaders to minimalize church related activities and loose the reigns of control over what is and what is not “ministry,” while encouraging members of the congregation with visions to start new ministries in the community

· Encourages the para-church organizations (with the visions and leadership) to team up with the churches (with the financial and human resources) to begin working as one

· Encourages the seeking and development of spiritual gifts in every member of the body of Christ, that individuals and small groups will be empowered to reach out to their communities and in to their churches
· Provides an appendix with community service opportunities and examples of ministries that have been founded or utilized by the Te Atatu Bible Chapel 

· Summarizes with the Kingdom Manifesto from his fellowship, again a well balanced mix of theology, vision, and practice.
I highly recommend “Beyond Renewal” to any Pastor, church leader, or individual who wants to fight the glazed-over eyes of Laodicea and build a powerful, well-balanced, and effective ministry around sound principals of Scripture. It is a far cry from many of our “Don’t worry, be happy” gospels being promoted today. If you can find a copy, get it, read it, and live it. If you cannot, reply to this website and we may be able to help you. Books like this bring renewal and, taken to heart and put into practice, effectively fight the Laodicean malaise we too often fall victim to in the land of plenty.
